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The Palestinian Association for Empowerment and Development—REFORM welcomes you to
its weekly news update. For those following us since we started publishing it, we started sharing
it during COVID-19 as a way to keep us all connected and up to date, with the happenings in
Palestine during a time of disconnect. Today, and after more than 2-years of sharing it with you
every Monday and Thursday, this news update has become an essential part of our partnership,
we THANK YOU for following up on it.

And for those who don’t know us, here is a short brief about us: REFORM was established in
2012 by a group of young social and political activists, seeking to create a new approach for
social development in Palestine by combating existing social gaps, challenging power
relations and combating all forms of violence, exclusiveness, discrimination and asymmetrical
access to public services and facilities - on the basis of gender, age group, religion,
geographical origin and other classifications.
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Today, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics issued a report indicating a sharp
decrease in the Industrial Production Index (IPI) in Palestine during July, 07/2022. The
overall (IPI) in Palestine reached 105.04 during July 2022, which indicates a sharp decrease
of 11.41% compared to June 2022 (Base Year 2019 = 100). The (IPI) for July 2022 sharply
decreased due to the decrease in the activities of Manufacturing Industry by 13.09%, which
had a share of 87.89% of the total industry, the activities of Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste
Management and Remediation by 12.13%, which had a share of 1.84% of the total industry,
and the activities of Mining and Quarrying decreased by 9.72% which had a share of 2.89%
of the total industry. While, the activities of Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning
Supply increased by 8.61% which had a share of 7.38% of the total industry. Sources: The
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics’ Website, Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News
Agency.

The Palestinian Prime Minister, Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh, discussed (3) main topics in his
speech during the government session today, announcing that the new Israeli restrictions
related to the entry of foreign passport holders into Palestine, aim to restrict Palestinians
holding international nationalities and foreigners’ movement. He also demanded that the
US prevent Israelis from entering the US without a “visa” if Israel implements these
measures. Dr. Shtayyeh also called on Europe to set conditions on Israel that would allow
European citizens to reach Palestine, regardless of their national roots. Secondly, he called
on the United Nations and member states to stand against the displacement of
Palestinians, which resulted in the demolition of 9,000 buildings since 2009 and the
displacement of 13,000 Palestinians, especially in occupied Jerusalem. Finally, regarding
the new "biometric" passport, the Prime Minister said that the passports will be replaced
gradually, starting with the expired ones, and are issued by the Palestinian Ministry of
Interior. Sources: The Council of Ministers’ Website, Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News
Agency.

In a statement issued today, the Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
considered the escalation of the crimes of the occupying forces against Palestinian citizens,
their property, land and holy sites, throughout the West Bank, is an attempt to further
escalate the situation on the ground into an endless cycle of violence. The Ministry called
on the international community, the US administration and the countries that declare their
adherence to the two-state solution to take the necessary measures and pressure Israel to
stop the escalation. Sources: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates’ Website,
Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News Agency.

Today, the Palestinian Ministry of National Economy announced the granting of operating
licenses to 10 factories, distributed in several areas of the manufacturing industries, with a
capital value of nearly $8 million. These factories provided nearly 73 job opportunities.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network



1. The Ministry of Health announced the death of 19-year-old young Palestinian, as a result of
sustaining wounds during the invasion of Qabatiya, south of Jenin. Sources: Wafa News
Agency and Raya News Network

2. Two Palestinian prisoners continue their open hunger strike for the 29th consecutive day,
rejecting their administrative detention. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network

3. Today, (9) Palestinians were arrested across several Governorates in the West Bank,
including: Hebron, Nablus, Ramallah and Al-Bireh in addition to the Occupied Jerusalem.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

4. Today, dozens of settlers invaded the courtyards Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

5. Dozens of settlers surrounded farmers inside their lands in the town of Kafr ad-Dik, west of
Salfit. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

6. Israeli navy boats opened fire towards fishermen's boats in the southern Gaza Strip, forcing
them to withdraw. Sources: Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News Agency

7. Today, a house, belonging to a Palestinian, was searched in the village of Um Salmonah,
south of Bethlehem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

8. The entrance to the village of Beit Anun, east of Hebron, was closed with cement blocks, in
preparation for setting up a checkpoint in city of Hebron. Sources: Wafa News Agency and
Raya News Network

9. Today, the occupying forces threatened to close the Deir Nidham Mixed Secondary School,
north of Ramallah. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

10. Today, the detention of the Jerusalemite journalist, Lama Ghosheh, was extended for two
days, after arresting her from her home yesterday. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya
News Network
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Several attacks and arrests by the Israeli occupying forces took place across Palestine:
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The head of the Department of Refugee Affairs, Ahmed Abu Houli, called on the Council of
the Arab leagues to adopt a draft resolution, which urges Arab countries to fulfill their
predefined contributions of 7.8% of the UNRWA general budget. He also stressed the
importance of supporting UNRWA, which would contribute to alleviating the complex and
chronic financial crisis that it suffers from. Their financial situation worsened with the
Russian Ukrainian war, which was negatively reflected on its services to Palestinian
refugees. Sources: Ma’an News Agency, Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network.

Today, the occupying forces renewed the administrative detention of French-Palestinian
human rights defender, Salah Hammouri, for another three months until 4 December 2022.
Hammouri, a resident of occupied Jerusalem, was detained at his home in March and
slammed with three-month administrative detention without charge or trial, which was
renewed again in June for three more months and was supposed to end on 5 September
2022. Sources: Ma’an News Agency, Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network.

Israel has delayed the implementation of a set of recently revised restrictions for foreigners
entering the occupied West Bank after a widespread backlash against the rules, which
initially included stipulations that foreigners must notify Israeli authorities within 30 days of
starting a relationship with a Palestinian resident. The Coordination of Government
Activities in the Territories amended some of the restrictions, which were set to be
implemented, including the removal of the 30-day rule, in a new published published, but
many other rules remain unchanged. Sources: Ma’an News Agency, Wafa News Agency and
Raya News Network.

The Palestinian Christian Alliance for Peace in the United States called on the World Council
of Churches to consider Israel an apartheid state, and to work towards ending the Israeli
occupation of Palestine. These demands were expressed in a letter sent to the Department
of Expatriate Affairs of the PLO, that will be presented to the World Council of Churches at a
conference held in Germany, that brings together members of Protestant and Orthodox
churches from all over the world. Sources: Ma’an News Agency, Wafa News Agency and
Raya News Network.

The US is concerned by new “onerous” regulations that could restrict foreign visits to
Palestinian territories, scheduled to go into effect on October 20. “We remain concerned
about the potential for these policies to reduce foreign travelers, volunteers, academics,
students and investors in the West Bank,” a senior US Embassy official in Jerusalem told
reporters on Sunday. “We will continue to work with the Israeli government on this,” she
said. “We have been very clear about our concerns all along, and we will continue to do so,”
she added. Sources: Ma’an News Agency, Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network.
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